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ABOUT TASHKENT STATE UNIVERSITY OF
ORIENTAL STUDIES

The academic structure of TSUOS includes 2 faculties, 2
institutes, 8 higher schools, and 9 academic departments. The
university currently offers 19 bachelor’s programs, 17 master’s
specialisations, and 12 doctoral research areas, supporting the
development of future scholars, diplomats, translators, and
regional experts. In addition, more than 50 research and student
centres, clubs, committees, and other academic and social units
operate at the university, supporting research activities, student
engagement, and interdisciplinary collaboration.

WHAT IS OUR GOAL?

TSUOS aims to contribute to sustainable development by
providing inclusive, high-quality education, advancing research
and innovation, and preparing graduates with the knowledge and
skills needed to address contemporary global and regional
challenges. As a multidisciplinary institution specializing in
Oriental Studies, TSUOS develops highly qualified specialists
capable of interpreting languages, analysing socio-political and
economic processes, and fostering intercultural dialogue and
international cooperation.

The University is committed to continuously improving the
quality of education in line with international standards,
strengthening research capacity, enhancing the professional and
pedagogical skills of academic staff, and promoting lifelong
learning. By integrating cultural heritage, ethical values,
innovation, and global perspectives into education and research,
TSUOS seeks to empower students to become responsible
professionals and active contributors to society.
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FOREWORD

At Tashkent State University of Oriental Studies, we
recognise the importance of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as a global framework for building a
more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable future. As a higher
education institution, we are committed to contributing to the
achievement of these goals through quality education, research,
international  cooperation, and responsible institutional
development.

Our university seeks to integrate the principles of sustainable
development into its academic activities, research initiatives, and
engagement with society. We place particular importance on
promoting equal opportunities, fostering intercultural
understanding, supporting environmental responsibility, and
strengthening partnerships with national and international
Institutions.

We believe that universities have a vital role in advancing
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, not only by
educating future generations but also by generating knowledge,
encouraging innovation, and fostering cooperation across cultures
and disciplines. At TSUOS, we remain committed to
strengthening our contribution to this shared global endeavour
and continuously improving our practices in line with the
principles of sustainability.

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals requires
collective commitment and sustained action. We will continue
working together with our academic community, students, staff,
and partners to support a more sustainable future for Uzbekistan
and the wider international community.

Prof. Gulchekhra Rikhsieva
Rector of Tashkent State University
of Oriental Studies
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INTRODUCTION

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), adopted as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, provide a global framework for addressing major
social, economic, and environmental challenges. Higher
education institutions play a significant role in advancing this
agenda through education, research, community engagement,
institutional policies, and international cooperation. Tashkent
State University of Oriental Studies recognises its responsibility
to contribute to these global priorities and i1s committed to
integrating the principles of sustainable development into its
academic and institutional activities.

The Times Higher Education (THE) Sustainability Impact
Ratings is a global ranking that assesses the contributions of
higher education institutions to the achievement of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals. The 2026 edition
assessed 1,646 universities from 116 countries and territories,
evaluating their performance across the 17 individual SDGs and
the overall ranking. The results, officially announced on 25 June
2026, reflect the growing importance of sustainability and the role
of universities in addressing global challenges.

In the THE Sustainability Impact Ratings 2026, TSUOS was
placed in the 1001-1500 band in the overall ranking. Having
submitted data for five SDGs, the university demonstrated
progress across several areas compared with the previous edition.
TSUOS achieved a ranking of 400—601 for SDG 2 (Zero Hunger),
SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic
Growth), and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions).
Notably, its position for SDG 4 improved from 1001-1500 in
2025 to 400-601 in 2026. For SDG 17 (Partnerships for the
Goals), TSUOS achieved a ranking of 1001-1500, improving
from 1500+ in the previous edition.

These results reflect the university’s ongoing efforts to
strengthen its contribution to sustainable development through
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educational initiatives, research activities, institutional
development, and collaboration with national and international
partners. At the same time, they highlight opportunities to further
improve sustainability practices, expand the scope of institutional
engagement, and strengthen the systematic collection and
documentation of evidence related to the SDGs.

This report presents TSUOS’s policies, initiatives, activities,
and achievements in relation to the Sustainable Development
Goals. It aims to demonstrate the university’s contribution to the
2030 Agenda, document progress through relevant evidence and
indicators, and 1identify areas for continued development.
Through these efforts, TSUOS seeks to reinforce its commitment
to responsible higher education, inclusive development, and
meaningful cooperation towards a more sustainable future.
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Goal 11: Sustainable
cities and communities

1 SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND COMMUNITIES

N

Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
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Research on Urban Agglomeration and Sustainable Urban
Development

A TSUOS researcher conducted research on the topic
“International Experience in the Development of Urban
Agglomerations and Opportunities for Its Application in
Uzbekistan” (“Aglomeratsiyalar rivojlanishining xorij tajribasi
va undan O zbekistonda foydalanish imkoniyatlari”). Building
on this research, the researcher, together with other TSUOS
faculty members, co-authored the scientific article “Urban
Agglomeration and Regional Economic Growth: Evidence from
the Tashkent Metropolitan Area”.

The study examines the economic development of the
Tashkent urban agglomeration over the period 2010-2024,
covering Tashkent city and five adjacent districts. It analyses
regional economic growth using territorial panel data and an
Agglomeration Development Index, and presents scenario-based
projections of aggregate gross regional product through 2030.

TSUOS professors actively conduct research and publish
Scopus-indexed scientific articles on topics related to SDG 11:
Sustainable Cities and Communities. Their research covers the
preservation of intangible cultural heritage and archaeological
heritage, as well as the assessment of environmental impacts
associated with infrastructure development in Central Asia.
Through these studies, TSUOS researchers contribute to the
scientific understanding of cultural heritage preservation,
sustainable urban and regional development, and environmentally
responsible infrastructure planning.

Syncretic Religiosity in Punden Folklore: The Continuity of
Islamic—Javanese Values in Rural Java, Indonesia



https://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/Religious/article/view/40593
https://journal.uinsgd.ac.id/index.php/Religious/article/view/40593
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TSUOS professors co-authored the Scopus-indexed
scientific article “Syncretic Religiosity in Punden Folklore: The
Continuity of Islamic—Javanese Values in Rural Java,
Indonesia”. The study examines how punden folklore and
associated religious and cultural practices preserve and transmit
the traditional values of rural Javanese Muslim communities in
Indonesia. Using qualitative methods, including observations and
in-depth interviews, the research documents local pilgrimage
traditions, community rituals, and the integration of Islamic
teachings with Javanese cultural practices. The findings highlight
the role of these traditions in maintaining intangible cultural
heritage, transmitting cultural knowledge between generations,
and strengthening community identity and social cohesion.

Mortuary Practices in Neolithic Central Asia: New Evidence
from the Zardali Site, Uzbekistan

TSUOS professors co-authored the Scopus-indexed
scientific article “Mortuary Practices in Neolithic Central Asia:
New Evidence from the Zardali Site, Uzbekistan”. The study
investigates archaeological evidence from the Zardali Neolithic
site in Uzbekistan to improve understanding of prehistoric burial
practices and cultural traditions in Central Asia. Through the
analysis of human remains, burial characteristics, direct dating,
and comparisons with other regional archaeological sites, the
research contributes new evidence concerning the chronology and
diversity of Neolithic cultural practices. The findings deepen
scientific understanding of the historical development, social
organisation, and belief systems of prehistoric communities in
Central Asia.


https://czasopisma.uph.edu.pl/historiaswiat/article/view/4354
https://czasopisma.uph.edu.pl/historiaswiat/article/view/4354
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A Multicriteria Model for Assessing the Environmental
Impact of Infrastructure Projects in Central Asian Countries

TSUOS professors co-authored the Scopus-indexed
scientific article “A Multicriteria Model for Assessing the
Environmental Impact of Infrastructure Projects in Central Asian
Countries”. The study develops a multicriteria assessment
framework to evaluate environmental risks associated with large-
scale infrastructure projects in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan. Using methods
including the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP), TOPSIS, and
expert evaluation, the research assesses factors such as water
pollution, biodiversity loss, air contamination, and socio-
ecological 1mpacts to compare development scenarios and
identify options with lower environmental risks.

The findings highlight the importance of protecting water
resources and biodiversity when planning infrastructure
development and demonstrate how structured environmental
assessment can support more evidence-based investment and
development decisions.


https://opendata.uni-halle.de/handle/1981185920/126551
https://opendata.uni-halle.de/handle/1981185920/126551

